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The prepositions of time:  

The prepositions during, for, and while are often used with time and  time expressions. 

Let's take a look at the difference in usage between during, for, and while. 

How to use during- 

   during is a preposition which is used before a noun (during + noun) to say when 

something happens. It does not tell us how long it happened. For example: 

"Nobody spoke during the presentation." 

"We get plenty of snow here during the winter." 

How to use while- 

   When is used to talk about two things that are happening at the same time. The length of 

time is not important. Remember that while is used with a subject and 

a verb (while + subject + verb). For example: 

"The phone rang while I was watching TV." 

"I met him while we were studying in the library." 

-How to use for 

For is a preposition which is used with a period to say how long something goes on: 

"Simon has been sleeping for 8 hours." 

"We waited for 30 minutes outside your house." 

 

 

 

 

 



The pronunciation of plural (- s) 

 

1.    /s/  

After a   ' voiceless sound' 

 /f/   /k/  /p/   /θ/ ( th doux)  /t/ 

 

she laughs he asks two cups  two moths two cats  

 /lɑːf/  =>  /l

ɑːfs/ 

/ˈɑːsk/   => /ˈɑ

ːsks/ 

 /kʌp/   =>   /

kʌps/ 

 /mɒθ/   =>  /

mɒθs/ 

  /kæt/   =>  /

kæts/ 

 

   2.    /z/ 

 After a  ' voiced sound' 

/b/ /d/ /g/ /l/ 

 

pubs  beds bags owls 

 /pʌb/  =>   /pʌ

bz/ 

 /bed/   =>  /

bedz/ 

 /bæg/   =>  /ˈb

ægz/ 

/ ɔːl/  =>  /ɔːl

z/  

pubs lits sacs hiboux 

 

 

/m/ /n/ /ng/  (ŋ) /v/  /ð/   (th dur) 

drums it burns songs gloves he breathes 

 /drʌm/  =>  /d

rʌmz/ 

/bɜːn/  =>  /b

ɜːnz/ 

 /sɒŋ/   =>  /sɒ

ŋz/  

/ɡlʌv/  =>  /ɡ

lʌvz/ 

/briːð/   =>   /b

riːðz/ 

 

 



 Tous les sons voyelles sont des 'voiced sounds' 

 

car  => cars 
shoe  =>  sh

oes 
bow  => bows she's a girl 

  /kɑː/  =>  /kɑ

ːz/  

 /ʃuː/  =>  /ʃu

ːz/  

   /bəʊ/  =>   /

bəʊz/  

  /ʃiː/  =>   /ʃi

ːz/  

 

  3.   /iz/ 

 After these sounds: 

 /dj/ (dʒ)  /s/  /z/  /sh/ (ʃ)  /tch/  (tʃ) 

 

wage  =>   wage

s 

bus  =>   bu

ses 

buzz => 

buzzes 

bush  =>  bus

hes 

watch  =>  wa

tches 

  /weɪdʒ/   =>  /

weɪdʒiz/ 

 /bʌs/   =>  /

bʌsiz/  

  /bʌz/   =>  /

bʌziz/ 

   /bʊʃ/   =>   /

bʊʃiz/   

  /wɒtʃ/   =>  /

wɒtʃiz/ 

  

 

 

Verbs and Prepositions 

Some verbs are usually followed by prepositions before the object of the verb. these are 

called dependent prepositions and they are followed by a noun or a gerund (‘ing’ form). 

-He’s waiting for a bus. 

For is the dependent preposition for ‘wait’ 

 

We can use other prepositions with ‘wait’ – e.g. He waited at the bus stop – but ‘for’ is the 

dependent preposition. 

 

Here are some other verbs with their dependent prepositions. 

 

Verbs with ‘for’ 

-He apologised for being late. You can also ‘apologise to someone’ 



-I applied for the job but I didn’t get it. 

-I can’t go out tonight because I have to prepare for my interview tomorrow. 

With ‘from’ 

-This spray should protect you from mosquitoes. 

-Has he recovered from his illness yet? 

-He won an award because he saved someone from drowning. 

With ‘in’ 

-She believes in ghosts. 

-Our company specialises in computer software. 

-You have to work hard if you want to succeed in life. 

With ‘of’ 

-I don’t approve of your language, young man. 

-Our dog died of old age. 

 

With ‘on’ 

 The film is based on the novel by Boris Pasternak. 

 If you make so much noise I can’t concentrate on my work. 

 Come on! We’re relying on you! 

 We don’t agree on anything but we’re good friends. 

With ‘to’ 

 Can I introduce you to my wife? 

 Please refer to the notes at the end for more information. 

 Nobody responded to my complaint. 

With ‘with’ 

 I agree with everything you’ve said. 

 My secretary will provide you with more information if you need it. 

There are many more verb + dependent preposition combinations – make a note of them as 

you meet them. 



 

____________________ 

  

Word formation 

Look at these adjective suffixes 

-al, -ial, -ical 

Meaning: 

Relating to, having the quality of 

Examples: 

Accidental, educational, brutal, historical, regional, social, universal, personal… 

-able, -ible 

Meaning: 

Capable or worthy of, tending to 

Examples: 

Flammable, discernible, culpable… 

-an, -ian 

Meaning: 

One who is or does, related to 

Examples: 

Agrarian, simian… 

-ary 

Meaning: 

Relating to quality or place 

Examples: 

Customary, momentary, cautionary, dietary… 

-full 

Meaning: 



Full of, tending or liable to 

Examples: 

Beautiful, wonderful, awful, skillful, successful… 

-ic 

Meaning: 

Pertaining or relating to 

Athletic, historical, scenic, fantastic… 

-ive 

Meaning: 

Performing or tending toward 

Examples: 

Cooperative, supportive, sensitive… 

-ish 

Meaning: 

Origin, nature 

Examples: 

Foolish, childish, selfish, sheepish, pinkish… 

-less 

Meaning: 

Without, lacking, unable to act 

Examples: 

Powerless, friendless, worthless, useless, homeless… 

-like 

Meaning: 

Like 

Examples: 

Lifelike, ladylike, warlike, childlike, birdlike… 



-y 

Meaning: 

Characterized by, tending to 

Examples: 

Rainy, funny, dirty, messy, dirty… 

-ous, -ose 

Meaning: 

Full of, relating to 

Examples: 

Poisonous, dangerous, nervous, mysterious, victorious, bellicose… 

-ant, -ent 

Meaning: 

Performing or being 

Examples: 

Important, incessant, independent… 

-ile 

Meaning: 

Tending to, capable of 

Examples: 

Futile, senile, fragile… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Short Answers with Do and Does 

In questions that use do/does it is possible to give short answers, to direct questions as 

follows: 

Sample Questions 
Short Answer 

(Affirmative) 

Short Answer 

(Negative) 

Do I need a ticket? Yes, you do. No, you don't. 

Do you need a dictionary? Yes, I do. No, I don't. 

Do you both speak English? Yes, we do. No, we don't. 

Do they need help? Yes, they do. No, they don't. 

Does he like chocolate? Yes, he does. No, he doesn't. 

Does she want to come? Yes, she does. No, she doesn't. 

Does it have four legs? Yes, it does. No, it doesn't. 

 

 

Short Answers with To Be 

In questions that use Is or Are it is possible to give short answers as follows: 

Sample Questions 
Short Answer 

(Affirmative) 

Short Answer 

(Negative) 

Am I early? Yes, you are. No, you aren't. 

Are you busy now? Yes, I am. No, I'm not. 

Are you both surprised? Yes, we are. No, we aren't. 

Are they hungry? Yes, they are. No, they aren't. 

Is he late again? Yes, he is. No, he isn't. 

Is she a good student? Yes, she is. No, she isn't. 

Is it ready? Yes, it is. No, it isn't. 



 

 

In most cases, it is possible to give a short answer or a long answer to a question in 

English. In casual conversation, short answers are much more common than long answers. 

Long answers are for more formal conversations or if you want to give more information 

in your response. 

Examples 

 Do you like seafood? 

- Yes, I do 

- No, I don't. 

 Can you speak German? 

- Yes, I can 

- No, I can't. 

 Is there a hotel in this street? 

- Yes, there is 

- No, there isn't. 

 Are they coming to the movies? 

- Yes, they are 

- No, they aren't. 

If you look at the examples above you will notice that the answer uses the first verb in the 

question (even if it is an auxiliary verb). This is a common characteristic of short answers 

in English. Contrast that to long answers to each of those questions: 

 Do you like seafood? 

- Yes, I like seafood. 

- No, I don't like seafood. 

 Can you speak German? 

- Yes, I can speak German. 

- No, I can't speak German. 

 Is there a hotel in this street? 

- Yes, there is a hotel at the end of this street. 

- No, there isn't a hotel in this street. 

 Are they coming to the movies? 

- Yes, they are coming to the movies. 

- No, they are not coming to the movies. 



You will notice that long answers often sound repetitive. A long answer to one of these 

questions would be considered very formal in English, and in most cases, unnecessary. 

Remember, when you are accepting or refusing something to say 'yes, please' or 'no, thank 

you'. It is much more common to give short answers to questions like these: 

 Would you like a beer? 

Yes, please. 

 Do you need any help? 

No, thank you. 

 

 


